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were at the commencement of the Battle of the
Somme. We had given no undertaking that we
could allot any specified number of guns to the
French Front. At this moment we had three
times as much ammunition as we had at the
beginning of the Somme offensive. Moreover, if
we lent 250 to 300 heavy guns to Italy to-day, by
the end of February we should, at our present rate
of output, have replaced the whole amount.
M. Thomas, no doubt, could speak for the French
position, but I knew as much as anyone about the
British position in regard to heavy guns."

General Cadorna said that

" he would be only too delighted to have a
larger force at his disposal. He would gladly
accept heavy guns, but if they were only to be
available for some three months from the present
time, it was not worth while for him to accept
them."

I was disgusted with the lack of enthusiasm
displayed by Gadorna over the proposal made by
one of the most powerful of the Allies to equip him
for a sustained attack on the Austrians by supplying
him with his deficiencies in heavy guns, and I turned
to Sir Maurice Hankey and said : " The old fellow
does not want guns." This provoked a protest from
Sonnino, who was utterly bewildered by Cadorna's
reluctance to close with our offer.

I replied that,

" of course, General Gadorna would like to
have the guns. Every General would like to have